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Living out our callings in the
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ace

Most people spend an average of 100, 000 hours in the workplace
over the course of a lifetime. If we all are called to live out our

faith wherever we are, why is it that so many have trouble taking
the

most

important

aspect of

their lives — their faith — into the

realities of the work world?

No

matter what you

farm,

school,

do

or where you are — store, corporate office,

home — the

space between Sunday and Monday can

seem as wide as the Grand Canyon.

We hope you will join us, Jan. 5- 7, as we explore living out our faith
in the workplace.

i

Are you interested in how to live out your faith in the workplace? If you are, Mid—Winter

Convocation 2005 is for you. At Convocation, pastors, lay leaders, ministry directors, study groups
and congregation members will receive relevant and thought—provoking information.
1

9uld A" rte
Come and receive a deeper understanding of what living out your calling in the workplace is all
about. This conference will give you background and ideas on how to develop, nurture and affirm
the callings you and those in your congregation serve in the workplace.

Mid—Winter Convocation offers theological enrichment for lay and ordained ministry leaders and
the Christian community at large. A national conference, Convocation features scholars and
teachers from Luther Seminary and around the world.

This year' s Convocation is the second in a four—part series about living the Christian' s calling at
home( Jan. 2004), work( Jan. 2005), church( Jan. 2006) and in the community( Jan. 2007). A

study guide will accompany each Convocation in this series.

For additional information and updates, visit the Convocation Web site at www.luthersom. edu/

convo. You may also contact us for more information or with any questions at:( 1351) 523- 11340,
or convogluthersem. edu.

LIVING OUT OUR CALLINGS IN THE WORKPLACE

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5
0

a. m.-

ID

a. m.

I p. m.

Registration, Check- In, Visit Resource Fair( Northwestern Hall)

Chapel Service with Holy Communion
Preacher: Rolf A. Jacobson, assistant professor of OId Testament

10: 45

11

a. m.

a. m.-

Noon

Greeting: David L. Tiede, seminary president

Keynote:" The Sunday- Monday Gap: Called to Pew or Profit?"
presented by David W. Miller, executive director, Center for Faith 8
Culture, Yale Divinity School

Noon- I p. m.

Lunch( included in registration)

1: 15- 1: 30 p. m.

Hymn Sing

1: 30- 2: 3D p. m.

Panel Discussion:" Finding My Place"

moderated by Jack Fortin, executive director of The Center for Lifelong
Learning; with guests:
Mark Knudson' president, CEO, EnteroMedics, Inc.
Brad Hewitt, senior vice president of fraternal affairs
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
John Post, southwestern Minnesota farmer

Tammy Peterson, business banker, Wells Fargo Bank
2: 30- 3 p. m.

Break

3- 4: 15 p. m.

Workshops ( see pages 10- 14)

5- 13 P. M.

Reception for Luther Seminary Alumni/ ae
Reunion Dinners ( for class years between 1959 and 1004 ending in' T' or T")

G p. m.

THURSDAY, JAN. 6

7- 8: 30

a. m.

Breakfast for Champions, hosted by the Luther Seminary Dffice of
Seminary Relations ( see page 7)

8

a. m.

Registration Desk

and

Resource Fair

open (

Northwestern Hall)

5
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CONVOCATION SCHEDULi ( continued)
9

10

Keynote:" Living in the Real World"
presented by Richard H. Bliese, dean of academic affairs

a. m.

Chapel Service

a. m.

Preacher: Matthew L. Skinner, assistant professor of New Testament
10: 30- 11
II

a. m.-

a. m.

Noon

Break

Keynote:" Living My Faith Out Loud in the Workplace"
presented by Pamela J. Moret, executive vice president for marketing
and products, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Noon- 1 p. m.
1: 05 P. M.

Lunch( included in registration fee)

1: 15 P. M.

Seminary President' s Forum

2 p. m.

Break

2: 30- 3: 15 p. m.

Workshops( see pages 10- 14)

3: 30- 4: 30 p. m.

Keynote:" Overcoming the Sunday- Monday Gap: Called to Pew and Profit"
presented by David W. Miller

5- 7 p. m.

Dinner Buffet( see page 8)

7 p. m.

Faithfulness in Ministry Awards

Hymn Sing

Evening Presentation:" Faith in the Workplace... and that' s Europe"
presented by Rick Stoves, hast of PBS'" Rick Stoves' Europe"

FRIDAY, JAN. 7
7: 30- 8: 30

9- 10
10

a. m.

a. m.

eta

11

a. m.

a. m.

Centered Life` Breakfast( seepage 7)

Keynote:" Ministry in Daily Life: Redefining the Mission of God"
presented by Richard H. Bliese
Chapel Service with Holy Communion
Preacher: Kelly A. Fryer, assistant professor of congregational leadership
Lunch ( included in registration

fee)

LIVING OUT OUR CALLINGS IN THE WORKPLACE

Housing

is

hotels

Luther

Seminary campus. Participants must arrange
accommodation plans directly with the hotel they select. The following list was compiled for your
information only and does not reflect recommendations by Luther Seminary.
available at

near

the

Comfort Inn Roseville, 2715 Long Lake Road, Roseville
Four Points

by Sheraton, 1330 Industrial Blvd., Minneapolis

Holiday Inn, Bandana Square, 1010 W. Bandana Blvd., St. Paul

651) GSB- 5800
(

800) 325- 3535

(

1351) 1347- 1837

Marriott' s Fairfield Inn, 3045 Centre Point Dr., Roseville

1351) B35- 7889

Marriott' s Residence Inn, 2985 Centre Point Or., Roseville

1351) 6313- 0880

The Radisson, 2540 Cleveland Ave. N., St. Paul

1351) GSG- 4587

Super 8 Motor Hotel, 2401 Prior Ave., Roseville

1351) GSG- 8888

Looking for resources for yourself or your conghegation? You won' t want to miss the resource
fair in Northwestern Hall( where registration and a number of Convocation workshops will be
located). Exhibitors will offer resources related to this year' s theme. The fair will also include
prize drawings.

Be our guest at a breakfast just for you! We' re looking for champions for our students and
champions for Luther Seminary. Enjoy a tasty, complimentary breakfast on Thursday, Jan. G from
at 7- 8: 30 a. m., and hear from seminary leaders who will help you learn how to be a champion for a
hopeful future for the church. Registration is required to attend. Reserve your free ticket on your
registration form.

Come and learn how Centered Life can help your congregation equip people to live out their
in daily life— at work, at home, at church and in the community on Friday, Jan. 7 at 7: 30-

callings

8: 30 a. m. Registration is required to attend. Reserve your free ticket on your registration form.

This year' s study guide Living Out Our Callings in the Workplace is the second in a four—part series

based on the keynote speaker presentations at the 2004- 07 Convocations. One complimentary
copy will be given to each registered Convocation participant at the event. Additional copies will be
available for purchase at the special price of$ 5 per book. After Convocation the guides will cost
7. 95

per

copy.

1
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continued)

Don' t miss a chance to gather with old and new friends over a delicious buffet dinner meal on

Thursday, Jan. G at 5- 13: 30 p. m. in the Olson Campus Center dining room. Advance tickets are
required and cost$ 10 per person. Vegetarian meal choices will be available. Space is limited, so
register in advance on your registration form.

Each year, the Faithfulness in Ministry Awards recognize faithful servants of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Three crosses are given to nominated Luther Seminary Alumni/ ae to recognize their
faithful service in: urban/ suburban ministry, small town/ rural ministry and specialized ministry.
This year' s honorees are: Alvin Erickson,' GI, Delmar Gusdal,' 58 and Theodore Vinger,' 57.

After the Thursday night buffet dinner, stay for an entertaining
presentation by Rick Stoves, host, writer and producer of the
popular

PBS

series"

Rick Stoves' Europe." Stoves is

a

Lutheran,

ef,

a

r.

business leader and a teacher of travel. He will talk about faith in
his

workplace—

Europe.

In 19713, Stoves founded Europe Through the Back Door, a Seattle—

based travel company that offers free travel information ands.
runs a successful European tour program with 250 departures

annually attracting over 6, 000 travelers. Today he employs GO
people and enjoys running the business with his Christian values. Since 9/ I1, he' s more committed
than ever to helping Americans broaden their perspectives through travel.
Stoves is a best—selling author of 31 travel books. He is also a contributing writer for
ABCNews. com and is recognized as the leading authority on independent European travel. He
recently worked with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America' s Mosaic Television to create a
documentary called The Life of Apostle Paul. Some of his products will be available for purchase
at

this

event.

Richard H. Bliese

Dean of Academic Affairs, Luther Seminary

Richard Bliese is an experienced pastor, missionary, teacher,
administrator and scholar. He joined the Luther Seminary faculty
as academic dean and associate professor of mission in July
2003. Prior to this appointment, he was the director of graduate
studies and Augustana Heritage associate professor of global

mission and evangelism at the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago. He has also served in Germany, Zaire and Rwanda. He
has published articles throughout the world and co—edited The

Dictionary of Mission: Theology, History, Perspectives( 1997).
David W. Miller

Executive Director, Center for Faith 6 Culture, Yale Divinity School

e

David Miller is a teacher, speaker, writer and advisor to business,

w

academic and church organizations in the emerging field of
spirituality

and

work. He is ordained in the Presbyterian Church

USA). Prior to working at Yale Divinity School, Miller was
president of the Avodah Institute, an organization he co—founded

that helps business leaders integrate the claims of their faith
with the demands of their work. The Yale Center for Faith E

Culture supports initiatives that promote understanding and bring
revitalization to the ways in which religious commitments interact

with culture and shape people' s lives.

Pamela J. Moret

Executive Vice President, Marketing and Products, Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans

Pamela Moret oversees Thrivent Financial' s product management,
NO K- 1

brand development, advertising, marketing communication and
market research functions. Prior to working at Thrivent Financial
and its predecessors AAL and LB), Moret worked at American

Express as the CEO of ISD Life Insurance Company and senior vice
s.

president—products for American Express Financial. Moret serves
on the boards Minnesota Public Radio and Lutheran World Relief.

She is a member of the public relations council of the American
Council of Life Insurers and the Minnesota Women' s Economic

Roundtable. In 1999 she was inducted into the YWCA Academy of
Women Achievers, joining a community of more than 2, IUU
most dynamic and successful women in the
country.

of

the

j
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WORKSHH
This year' s Convocation includes the following workshops:

Living Out Our Calling to Help with Job Transitions
Freeing the Laity for Ministry: Confessions of a Bi- Vocational Pastor
Emerging Practices: Supporting Parishioners in the Workplace
Discover Your Dependable Strengths'- A Resource for Congregations

What the Workplace Taught Me About Being a Pastor
Refire Your Faith, Refire Your Life

Science, Faith and God: Mutually Exclusive Worldviews?
Connecting Monday With Sunday
Supporting the Laity' s Call to Holiness in the World and at Work
Young Adulthood: An Intersection of Vocation Discernment

Living Out Our Callings to Help with Joh Transitions
Every congregation is filled both with people who are in job transition and with those who can help.
Rodney Anderson works with members of his congregation to help others with job transitions.
Over EI, DDD people have been in St. Andrew' s Job Transition Networking Group in the past 17 years.
Learn how you can help those in job transition in your congregation.
Presenter

Rodney Anderson is senior pastor at St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Eden Prairie, Minn. During
Anderson' s 26- year tenure as senior pastor, St. Andrew Lutheran has grown from just a few
E
ac

e

hundred members to more than OAK It has become an anchor for a community that is
heavily influenced by both business and housing expansion. The congregation has also developed
a national reputation for its work transition group, a ministry for those seeking employment.
Anderson serves as the group' s host.

e

Y Confessions of a Bi- Ibcationel Pastor
Freeingthe LaityY for Ministry:

This workshop will draw from the experience of one small congregation, St. Andrew' s Lutheran
Church in Glenwood, III., where a growing sense of lay ministry( priesthood of all believers) and
ministry in daily life( vocation) led to congregational revitalization and renewal. The calling of a
bi- vocational pastor was first seen as an embarrassment by the congregation.(" We can' t even
afford

to pay

one pastor!")

After

a short

have been trained to do the ministry

time, it

ourselves!")

reflected

the

congregation' s sense of" call."("

from this turn- around congregation will be shared and discussed. Discover how ministry in
daily life is the centerpiece to a Lutheran theology of mission for congregations.
Presenter

Richard Bliese ( see page 9 for biography)

b.

We

Practical lessons— both positive and negative

Emerging Practices: Supporting

Parishioners in the Workplace

a

Churches and pastors have supported their parishioners through illnesses or family crisis,
celebrated with them through baptisms and weddings, worked with them on committees and

ministries within the church. But what about peoples' challenges, celebrations and ministries in

their everyday work? This workshop will explore ways for pastors and parishioners alike to name
the connections between their faith and their work and to discover ways to support, celebrate and
work with those connections.

Presenters

Anita Beste and Cynthia Bullock are pastors whose churches have been working with the Centered
Life" initiative for two years. Anita Beste serves as associate pastor at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church in Roseville, Minn.; Cynthia Bullock serves as associate pastor at St. Stephen Lutheran
Church in West St. Paul, Minn.

Discover Your Dependable Strengths'— A Resource for Congregations

Knowing God' s call for your life begins with knowing your unique pattern of dependable strengths. God
created each of us with gifts so that we can contribute to the world in a way that is rich and fulfilling,
not just for ourselves, but to serve the common good. This workshop will introduce you to a new course
offered by Luther Seminary which will enable you to pnderstand your own dependable strengths. It
will also show you how you can help others in your congregation uncover their own unique pattern of
strengths and have a clearer sense of how they can live out God' s call in their daily lives.

if

Presenters

Sally Peters manages the Centered Life' m initiative at Luther Seminary. A 20—plus year employee
of The Pillsbury Company, Peters directed the Consumer Food Center, publisher of Pillsbury' s
cookbooks, and co—led the nationally recognized Pillsbury Bake—Uff`°'Contest. Today, she helps
congregations all over the U. S. equip members for ministry in all aspects of their daily lives.
Sara Fortin is a trainer and personal coach. She has received training from the Center for
Dependable Strengths in Seattle and People Management/ SIMA, Hartford, Conn. She has been

a lifelong volunteer, small group facilitator and mentor in various congregations and youth
organizations. Currently she is training others to lead workshops on Discovering Your Dependable
Strengths'.

What the Workplace Taught Me About Being a Pastor
The fact that we are spending time together at this Convocation discussing the relationship
between faith and the workplace suggests that we as a church have some things to learn about
this intersection—and, perhaps, that the secular workplace might even have things to teach those

of us who spend our working hours in the church. In this workshop, Tim Westermeyer will reflect
on the ten years he spent in the secular workplace, sharing some of the lessons he learned there
that now inform and shape how he views his work as a pastor.

i.

l

continued)

Presenter

Tim Westermeyer is pastor of discipleship and mission at Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, Plymouth,
Minn. Prior to serving at Mount Olivet, Westermeyer worked for 10 years at major public relations
agencies in Minneapolis and Los Angeles, where he served technology, corporate and arts—based
clients. When he left the business world to enter the world of parish ministry, he was managing
the largest account for the largest public relations agency in the upper Midwest.

Refire Your Faith, Refire Your Life
Participants in this workshop

will

learn the basic

principles of

ReFirement°— a process to

inspire you to ignite your dreams. This workshop will change your perspective on the concept
of retirement and give you a vision of the future as consisting of an optimistic, energizing and
meaningful faith life and a full personal life.
Presenter

Jim Gambone is recognized as a national and international resource in the area of training and
intergenerational relationships. His Intergenerational Dialogue Tool" is used at corporations,

churches, government, nonprofit institutions and community—based organizations. The Tool has
been applied to such issues as: child abuse prevention programs; disaster relief; family and
community violence prevention; aging corporations; homeland security; and deficit reduction.
He brings over 30 years of experience in community organizing, teaching, entrepreneurship and
multi—media production to the intergenerational movement. He is a principal partner in Points Of

View Inc., Orono, Minn. and founder of The ReFirement° Group.

Science, Faith and Gad: Mutually Exclusive Worldviews?
This workshop, presented by a scientist and business person, will explore those questions that challenge
the relationship between faith, reason and religion from the perspective of someone who has struggled
with the fundamental questions and truths of a scientist' s relationship with God and others. This session
will examine the realities of this question for the layperson in everyday life, in the workplace and in the
congregation. Participants will work toward a common language for these conversations and discuss the
implications of different worldviews for the health of congregations.
Presenter

Mark Knudson is founder, president and chief executive officer of EnteroMedics Inc., developer of
devices to treat gastrointestinal disorders. He chairs the board and founded Restore Medical, Inc.,

a company specializing in developing products to treat sleep—disordered breathing. Previously,
he was president and chief executive officer of Venturi Group, LLC. Knudson holds over 40 D. S.
patents. His inventions have been the basis for founding several companies. He received an
individual post—doctoral fellowship award from the National Institutes of Health and was elected
to membership in Sigma Xi, the scientific research honor society of North America in 1975. He is a
fellow of the American Heart Association.

NN

Connecting Monday with Sunday: Breakfast Conversations
Between a Business Leader and His Pastor

Where do business leaders turn when they're looking for spiritual guidance? Stephen Covey
or

Deepak Chopra,

maybe...

but rarely to their local clergy. After hearing this comment at the

2003 State of Faith Conference, Bruce Nicholson, chief executive officer of Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans, was concerned. He approached his pastor, Vern Christopherson of Transfiguration
Lutheran in Bloomington, with a proposition: Let' s get together once a month and get to know each

other better. Their conversations over the past year have led to surprising discoveries about
their respective vacations and the challenges they face as leaders. The conversations are also

changing the way Transfiguration' s staff/ pastors speak to ministry in daily life. What can your
church learn from their experiences, and how might it be transformed?
Presenters

Vern Christopherson is senior pastor of Transfiguration Lutheran in Bloomington, Minn. After

graduating from Concordia College, Moorhead, Minn., he received his master of divinity degree at
Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa. He has served congregations in Herington, Kans., Longmont,
Colo., and Minneapolis. His passions are visioning and strategic planning within the parish.
Bruce Nicholson is president and chief executive of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. He is a
member of the organization' s board of directors His career with Lutheran Brotherhood began

in 19GG as an intern. He has held a variety of top management positions at Ministers Life and
Casualty Company; Towers, Perrin, Forster fi Crosby, Inc.; and the Tillinghast Group. He rejoined
Lutheran Brotherhood in 1990 as chief financial officer and was appointed executive vice

president. He later became chief operating officer, president and chief executive officer. He
assumed the position of president and chief executive officer of Thrivent Financial when Lutheran

Brotherhood merged with Aid Association for Lutherans.

Supporting the Laity' s Call to Holiness in the World and at Workr
How do we help parishioners enter into sacred territory and give voice to the deepest stirrings
of their souls? As religious leaders, how do we help them name not only their longings, but the
fears that keep them from truly living out their faith in life and at work? This workshop will explore
the role of clergy in preaching the Word of Gad and in the practice of spiritual counseling as
holy opportunities to help the laity reflect upon Gods presence, the challenges to live the Gospel
and the fruitfulness of their lives. It will also examine how parish ministries nurture a deeper

understanding and practice of the integration of faith and work.

m P

Presenters

Eugene Tiffany is pastor of St. Olaf Catholic Church in downtown Minneapolis. Previously he served
at All Saints Catholic Church in Lakeville, Minn., for 12 years. Tiffany is a frequent presenter for
marriage preparation and enrichment programs in the Archdiocese of St. Paul/ Minneapolis.

m
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Joan Miltenberger is the downtown outreach coordinator at St. Olaf Catholic Church in downtown
Minneapolis. She also leads the Faith 9 Work Breakfast Series and supports and organizes

social ministry volunteers. Miltenberger brings to her ministry a special interest in lay ministry
leadership and development, and Catholic social teaching and the common good.

Young Adulthood: An Intersection of Vocation Discernment
This workshop will invite conversation about the issues facing young adults as they craft their
vocational future. We will explore how gifts, leadership development, skill training, the public and
the private, the secular and the sacred all seek a voice in this time of creative wondering; the gifts
of God for the people of God in God' s world!
Presenters

Tim Megorden and Kathy Fick have been campus pastor and campus minister, respectively, at the
University of North Dakota for the past 14 years. Christus Rex is a campus ministry deeply rooted
in word and sacrament engaged in a daily call to vocational discernment, faith development and
service. Young adults are asking important questions and formulating exciting vocational journeys.
With a family systems heart, Megorden and Fick welcome that process, find excitement hanging
out at the intersections, and are blessed by many gifted and creative friends that pass by.

Convocation registration opens online and via mail on Dct. 25. It will close on Dec. 15 or when
registration is full. Advance registration is required. Space is limited. No walk—in registrations
will

6e

AQi

accepted.

Refer to the enclosed registration
form for fee information. Registrations
submitted online and
9
9

by mail will be accepted on a first—come, first—served basis. For the quickest registration, sign up
online at: www. luthersem. edu/ convo. Register by Dec. l for a reduced rate.

Before Convocation

If a participant registered for the entire Convocation is unable to attend due to a pastoral or

family emergency, a full refund is granted if notice is received before Jan. 5. To request a full
refund under these circumstances, please call( 651) 523- 1640. Refunds will not be issued for

absences due to inclement weather. No refunds are available for part—time registrants.

During Convocation
If a participant is called away because of an emergency during Convocation, there will be a$ 30
refund. Refund requests must be made at the registration desk during Convocation. No refund
requests will be accepted after Convocation.

Luther Seminary educates leaders for Christian communities,
called and sent by the Holy Spirit
to witness salvation through Jesus Christ, and
to serve in God' s world.

Luther Seminary graduates are sent into a mission field that is as close as our front door and as
far away as Asia and Africa. God is at work in the world, and Luther Seminary is committed
to preparing graduates who can proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a world of many cultures
and religions.

More than one—third of ordained clergy in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America( ELEA), a
significant number of the ELCA' s lay professionals and an increasing number of non—Lutheran lay
and ordained leaders are Luther Seminary graduates.
For more information about Luther Seminary visit us online at www.luthersem. edu, or call
800) 588- 4373.

N

REGISTRATION FEES 9 PAYMENT INFORMATION
Registration includes lunch on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and one free copy of the
Convocation 2005 study guide. Registrations received via D. S. mail or online before Dec. I will

w
a

receive a discount as noted below.

Full Registration

S

Fees for registrations received on or before Dec. l:
100/ person

90/ person for two or more members of a congregation
90/ person for retired participants and their spouses

FREE for Luther Seminary 2004 graduates, current students,
faculty, emeriti and staff
F.

Fees for registrations received after Dec. l:
130/ person

120/ person for two or more members of a congregation
120/ person for retired participants and their spouses

FREE for Luther Seminary 2004 graduates, current students,
faculty, emeriti and staff
Partial Registration

Wednesday,$ 70/ person
Thursday,$ 9D/ person
Friday,$ 7D/ person
Breakfast

and

S

Dinner Reservations

Reserve

free ticket( s) for the Breakfast for Champions

Reserve

free ticket( s) for the Centered Lifesm breakfast

Reserve
Option: I/

tickets) for the Thursday Dinner Buffet at$ 10 each.
we want

vegetarian meals)

Convocation CDs

S

Convocation recordings are available for order in advance and at the event.
I

want

set( s) of CDs of the keynote lectures at$ 30 per set.

Tatal Fees Enclosed

S

Payment Method

Check Enclosed ( Please make your check payable to Luther Seminary.)
VISA

MasterCard
Account Number
mm

Exp.
m

Date

Signature

